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Tammuz (the sun’s protest and the denial of leadership) is a test. 
Through such a test we are to reach a stronger and higher level of 
Divine service. Then, for the Jews, and indeed the whole world,
there will be light and joy, gladness and honor.

(Based on Likkutei Sichos 8, pp. 114-122)
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their power, were forced to set him free. According to the “natural 
order” of things, a mighty empire intent on suppressing religion 
should easily succeed. When Soviet Russia decided to persecute
the Previous Rebbe, there should have been no opposition. Yet 
the opposite happened. Indeed, the release of the Previous Rebbe 
was a greater miracle than the silencing of the sun. Here, those 
who objected to Judaism, who denied a connection between the 
upper and lower spheres, still had the power of speech. Both 
the communists and Korach, each in their own way, represent 
the ultimate in opposition; they actively sought to disrupt the 
conjunction of the spiritual and the physical. Yet ultimately, they 
served to bring about miracles that irrefutably proved that a leader
of the Jewish people was the conduit for G-dliness. “They believed 
in G-d and His servant Moses” means simply that the leader of 
a generation – its Moses, its Moshiach – serves as the head that 
directs, influences and guides, connecting and uniting the Jewish
people with their Source Above.

This of course is the task of Moshiach. The portion of Korach and 
the incidents of Gimmel Tammuz contain a valuable lesson for us. 
Each event of Gimmel Tammuz began with a concealment, a denial
of the leader as the unifying intermediary. Korach rebelled against
Aaron, the sun protested against Joshua, and the communists 
imprisoned the Previous Rebbe. Each event eventually led to
a greater revelation of the G-dliness within the world. Neither 
natural phenomenon nor the actions of man can truly hinder a 
Jew’s Divine service.

Our task, the result of our Torah and mitzvos, is to reveal the 
inner unity of the spiritual and physical. In the days of Moshiach, 
all flesh will see G-dliness. Therefore, nothing can truly silence or 
arrest our Divine service. That which appears to oppose the task 
of the Jewish people, such as Korach and the events of Gimmel
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the reason for his appointment. The Torah portion is named after 
Korach, for although he created conflict, it served to reveal a higher
level of unity.

This is also the theme of Joshua’s command to the sun. When
Joshua told the sun to be silent, it complained that then there would 
be nothing to sing G-d’s praises. Joshua answered that he himself 
would sing G-d’s praises. What does this mean? The very existence
of the heavenly bodies testifies to G-d’s majesty. Celestial motion
– the movement of the spheres – is a natural song glorifying the
Creator. Thus, the sun protested that if it was silent, how could 
nature praise its Creator? 

To this Joshua answered that the song of the Jewish people, in
acknowledgment of G-d’s miracles on their behalf, was a higher
form of praise. For there are two types of praise: one is that of
nature and the world at large; the other is that of the Jewish people. 
The Jewish people have a miraculous relationship with G-d, one 
that transcends nature and creation. The very existence of the
Jewish people is a conjunction of the spiritual and physical. They 
are the channel of G-dliness into the world. (As Korach said, all the
people are holy.) Thus, the order of nature is sometimes nullified
for the sake of the Jewish people. Such an open miracle reveals 
their special relationship with the Divine. When the Jewish people 
then acknowledge this, their song reveals the inner purpose of the 
laws of nature. It makes creation complete. So, although the sun’s 
song was negated from an external perspective, its silence enabled 
the Jewish people to sing of G-d’s miracles, thereby revealing the 
true unity of the spiritual and physical.

This theme is repeated in the history of the Previous Rebbe, 
who was freed on Gimmel Tammuz. His miraculous deliverance 
affected the world around him. The very communists who had
arrested him and sentenced him to death, while still at the height of
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Obviously, Korach’s perspective and the Torah’s perspective are 
different. Korach attacked the appointment of Aaron as kohen gadol
– high priest. He argued that since all the people are holy, why 
should Aaron be separated and elevated above everyone else? And 
yet, we see from events that he himself wanted to be kohen gadol. 
On the one hand, he attacks the institution of the kohen gadol; on 
the other, he aspires to the office himself. 

Actually, what he was attacking was not the institution of the 
kohen gadol, but the appointment of Aaron to that office. The kohen 
gadol is supposed to be separated from all other Jews, removed
from matters of this world and dedicated to matters of holiness. 
But through this separation, the kohen gadol becomes a conduit 
for G-dliness, enkindling, enflaming and enlightening other Jews 
with a great love for G-d, from the depths of their soul.

Korach protested against this. He wanted the kohen gadol to
be lofty, set apart, totally separated from the world. In his view, 
the kohen gadol should have no interaction with or influence on
material existence. Korach saw a clear distinction between the upper
realms and the lower realms, between Jews devoted to holiness and 
Divine service, such as the kohanim, and Jews engaged with the
world at large. Even though the everyday pursuits gave those Jews
an opportunity to perform mitzvos, Korach reasoned there should 
be no connection.

Although G-d did intend there to be a separation between upper
and lower, this was not the ultimate goal of appointing a kohen 
gadol. Rather, the true purpose was to kindle the flame of the 
soul, to arouse a great love for G-dliness in other Jews. One would 
normally think such a connection between the upper and lower,
between the spiritual and physical, is impossible. The natural, 
logical objection had to be convincingly and completely refuted. 
Korach’s controversy demonstrated the true nature of Aaron and
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Korach
The Mystery of Gimmel Tammuz

Past events that occurred on Gimmel Tammuz reveal its inner meaning for our time. 

The Torah reading of Korach always occurs around Gimmel Tammuz. Korach rebelled 

not against the institution of a kohen gadol, but the appointment of Aaron. He wanted 

the kohen gadol to be totally separated from the people, and Aaron was a pursuer 

of peace. Joshua’s silencing of the sun allowed the Jewish people to sing G-d’s praises 

instead of the forces of nature. The miraculous relationship of the Jewish people with 

G-d channels G-dliness into the physical realm. The release of the Previous Rebbe 

from Communist imprisonment is also a miracle, one that proved that the “Moses 

of the generation, who is the Moshiach of the generation,” unites the spiritual and 

physical.

In almost every year, Gimmel Tammuz – the third of Tammuz 
– occurs in proximity to the Torah portion of Korach. Prior to our
generation, two miracles, both critical to Jewish history, occurred
on Gimmel Tammuz: Joshua commanded the sun to be silent, and 
the Previous Rebbe, who had been condemned to death by the 
Communists for teaching Judaism, was freed from imprisonment. 
Since everything occurs because of Divine Providence, there must 
be an inner connection between Joshua’s commanding the sun
to stop, the Previous Rebbe being released and Korach rebelling 
against Moses. And of course  the connection reveals an insight
into the times of Moshiach, as the Previous Rebbe indicates (see 
Likkutei Diburim, vol. 4)

We must first ask about the Torah reading itself. Why is it called
“Korach,” considering that Korach rebelled against Moses, against
the Torah, against G-d?


