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Publisher’s Foreward

Perhaps some of the most misunderstood concepts in Judaism revolve
around the subject of Moshiach, our righteous redeemer. Search through
a Tanach and you will find a hint here and there, and verses that need
copious explanation to give you any sense of what the Torah view of
Moshiach is about.

Virtually every drasha (speech) given by a rabbi ends with a fervent
hope for the speedy arrival of Moshiach, yet hardly any give any details
as to what that means in practical terms.

*

This current publication, the first in a series, G-d willing, brings
statements from our Sages throughout Jewish history, highlighting
different concepts about Moshiach.

In this issue we focus on the concept of Moshiach being revealed,
concealed and revealed.

*

A great thank you to Rabbi Yosef Y. Keller for his many hours of
work in compiling this booklet. Also a great thank you to Rabbi
Alexander Zushe Kohn for his excellent translation.

A special thank you to Rabbi Naftoly Estulin, from Chabad Russian
Center of Los Angeles, and Mr. Shmuel Stroll for sponsoring this
translation.

*

It is our fervent hope that our learning about Moshiach and the

Redemption will hasten the coming of Moshiach, NOW!

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok Shagalov
Executive Director
Moshiach Awareness Center
4 Adar, 5772
Los Angeles, California
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Compiler’s Foreward

As we approach the months of Adar and Nissan, months in which we
celebrate redemption and spiritual renewal, we look to the bright future
that awaits us with the arrival of the final and ultimate Redemption at the
hand of our righteous Moshiach. It is in this spirit that we present here a
sampling from the book, Pirkei Moshiach U’Geulah, an anthology of
Torah highlights on the subject of Moshiach culled from the Talmud,
Rambam, Midrash and various other Torah sources.

*

Pirkei Moshiach U’Geulah has been compiled in memory of my
brother, the tamim Chanoch Hendel ben Horav Yehuda Keller, may his
soul rest in peace, and in memory of my nephew R’ Yosef ben Horav
Nachman Ber Krieman, may his soul rest in peace. May they both arise
in Techiyas Hameisim immediately now!

Special thanks to my akeres habayis and aishes chayil, Mindel Riva
bas Reb Simcha Bunim Piekarski, granddaughter of Rosh Yeshiva Reb
Yisroel Yitzchak Piekarski o.b.m (author of Chikrei Halachos) for
enabling me to compile this work. May we merit many long years
together, raising our children—Menachem Mendel, Yehudis, Sholom
Dov Ber, Shmuel and Chana—in happiness and with chassidishe nachas.

*

May it be the will of Hashem that we merit the revelation of Melech
Hamoshiach and the acceptance of his kingship by the people, who will
proclaim in a resounding voice: “Long Live the Rebbe, King Moshiach,
Forever!

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok Keller
4 Adar, 5752
Brooklyn, New York
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REVEALED AND CONCEALED
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Rav said: “If he is among the living, he is like our holy teacher.”
(Rashi: “If Moshiach is from among those who are living today, he is
certainly “our holy teacher,” who suffers affliction and who is thoroughly
pious, as the Talmud says in Bava Metziah.) “If he is among the dead, he
is like Daniel.” (Rashi: “If he is among those who have already passed
away, he is Daniel, ‘a greatly beloved man,” who was sentenced to suffer
in the lion’s den and was thoroughly pious”).

(Sanhedrin, 98b and Rashi ad loc.)

P ONINY TIT - NI NN D ON G NMWYA RIYND N INNR P
2NV TIT - NI (DONHN 0) RYONT

471 279 M99 YY)

((ON9920 NNYY 19229 WI1993Y)

The Sages said: “Regarding Moshiach: if he is from the living his
name is David, and if he is from the dead his name is David.”
(Jerusalem Talmud, Berachos 2:4)
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“My beloved is like a deer:”® Just as a dear is seen, then vanishes
(from eyesight), then reappears, so it was with the first redeemer: he
appeared to them, then was hidden from them, then reappeared to them.
How long was he hidden from them? R’ Tanchuma says, [“He was
hidden] for three months, as it is says, ‘They encountered Moshe and
Aaron’.”” R’ Yehuda BeRebbi says, “periodically.”® It will be the same
with the final redeemer: he will appear to them, be hidden from them,
and then reappear to them. How long will he be hidden from them? R’
Tanchuma says in the name of the Sages, [“He will be hidden for] forty-
five days,® as it says,’® ‘From the time the daily offering was removed
and the mute abomination put in place, one thousand two hundred and
ninety days.”** And another verse says,'? ‘Praiseworthy is the one who
waits and reaches a thousand three hundred and thirty-five days.”””*®

(Shir Hashirim Rabba 2:9)
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6. Shir Hashirim 2:9.

7. Shmos 5:20.

8. i.e., ‘encountered’ has the connotation of something that occurs periodically,
implying that there were periods in which they could not encounter Moshe and Aaron,
which in turn implies that during certain periods Moshe and Aaron were concealed from
them.

9. According to Rashi, here the term ‘yamim,” (normally meaning ‘days’) refers to
years.

10. Daniel 12:11.

11. Rashi understands this as referring to the number of years between the cessation
of the tamid and its reinstitution in the era of Moshiach.

12. Daniel ibid, 12.

13. The forty-five year discrepancy between the two verses represents an interim
period in which Moshiach will be concealed.
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R’ Berechia said in the name of R’ Levi: “Like the first redeemer, so
will it be with the final redeemer; just as the first redeemer was revealed
to them, then was hidden from them, then was revealed to them again—
how long was he hidden from them? [He was hidden for] three months,
as it says, ‘They encountered Moshe and Aaron’—so will the final
redeemer be revealed to them, concealed from them, then revealed to
them again.” How long will he be hidden from them? R’ Tanchuma says
in the name of the Sages, [“He will be hidden for] forty-five days, as it
says, ‘From the time the daily offering was removed and the mute
abomination put in place, one thousand two hundred and ninety days.’
And another verse says, ‘Praiseworthy is the one who waits and reaches
a thousand three hundred and thirty-five days.””

(Rus Rabba 5:6)
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“Fortunate is the one who waits....”

“IThe latter verse] adds forty-five years to the calculation in the
previous verse. For our messianic king is destined to be hidden after his
revelation, and then be revealed once again. This matter may be found
also in Midrash Rus. It likewise appears in a prayer formulated by R’
Elazar HaKalir:*® ““He will be hidden from them for six weeks.”"’

(Rashi, Daniel 12:12)
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DONNDY GOR’ : DY YT YA /DOYVM DINRN GON DM, 0NV \IPY NNDY THRNN 10N DYy
JNNPYN TON MY WY TY PHRNN I0IN DPN ) MY DYV
UTINN NWI9 I8 P01 .15
16. End of Yotzer for Parshas Hachodesh.
17. Rounding off the days.
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At that time, the messianic king will be aroused to emerge from the
Garden of Eden, from that place called “the birds nest” and he will be
aroused in the land of the Galilee.... Of this time it is written, “They will
enter caves in the rocks and tunnels in the earth from before the dread of
G-d and the splendor of His greatness when He arises to break the
land.”” “From before the dread of G-d”’—this refers to the trembling of
the entire world; “and the splendor of His might”—this refers to
Moshiach; “when He rises to break the land”—this means when he
(Moshiach) rises and is revealed in the land of the Galilee: it was the first
place in the Holy Land to be destroyed; hence, Moshiach will be
revealed there before any other place. From that place, he will provoke
war'® against the entire world. After forty days of the column standing
from earth to heaven before the eyes of the whole world ...and Moshiach
will be revealed.... After seventy days that star will be hidden, and
Moshiach will be hidden, and the pillar will not be seen. After thirteen
months, Moshiach will be taken up to the Heavens by way of that pillar.
There he will receive strength and the crown of kingship. When
Moshiach will descend [from the Heavens], that pillar of fire will be seen
as before, before the eyes of the entire world, and Moshiach...will be
revealed.

(Zohar 1l 7b)

18. Alternatively, “war will be provoked.”
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To say that their will be such a departure [from the norm], with
Moshiach not being born of a man and woman, but emerging instead
from the Garden of Eden and so on—this is shocking. In my humble
opinion, Moshiach will certainly be a righteous person born of a man and
woman, and he will grow in righteousness until the End of Days.

(R’ Chaim Vital (quoted in Zohar Harakia,
cited in Nitzutzei Zohar ad loc., sec. 2))
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In this future redemption of ours, which will occur when the final
redeemer will be revealed, the hatred of the non-Jews toward the Jewish
people will be aroused, and they will increase their subjugation of the
Jewish people. [At that time], the redeemer will be revealed and then
concealed, in order to mislead the non-Jews and to harden their hearts.
We find a parallel to this at the Exodus of Egypt: Moses was revealed to
them and then concealed from them, as the Sages expounded® on the
verse, “They encountered Moshe and Aaron.”?’ Said the Sages: “After 6
months, G-d revealed Himself® in Midian,® and instructed him, ‘Go;
return to Egypt.” Moshe set forth from Midian, and Aaron set forth from
Egypt [to meet him]. [When they later emerged from Pharaoh’s palace],
they encountered officers of the Jewish people.” In Midrash Chazis® the
Sages similarly expounded: “[It is written], ‘My beloved is like a deer:’*
Just as a dear is seen, then vanishes (from eyesight), then reappears, so it
was with the first redeemer: he appeared to them, then was hidden from
them, then reappeared to them. How long was he hidden from them? R’
Tanchuma says, ‘[He was hidden] for three months, as it says, “They
encountered Moshe and Aaron’; R’ Yehuda BeRebbi says,
“periodically.”®* So too, the final redeemer will be revealed to them and
then concealed from them, for this redemption will mimic the Exodus of
Egypt in many respects.

(Rabbeinu Bechaya on Shmos 5:21)
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26. Shmos Rabba 5:20.

27. Shmos 5:20.

28. To Moshe.

29. After Pharaoh ordered, “Increase the labor upon the men,” Moshe took his wife
and children back to Midian (Shmos Rabba 5:18). After residing in Midian for six
months, G-d revealed Himself to Moshe and instructed him to return to Egypt.

30. Shir Hashirim Rabbah 2:22.

31. Shir Hashirim 2:9.

32. See above, page 6 footnote #8.
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This was a great test—that the redeemer was concealed from them for
six months. Likewise in the days of our righteous Moshiach: he will be
hidden after his revelation, as stated in the Midrash. May G-d stand [in
support] at the right hand of the righteous, speedily in our day, amen!

(Chasam Sofer on the Torah, Shmos 5:22,
s.v. Lama Zeh Shelachtani)
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In Tractate Derech Eretz Zuta, the Sages say: “Nine entered the
Garden of Eden while still alive...Chanoch son of Yered, Eliyahu and
Moshiach....” One ought not consider it an untenable notion that
Moshiach should be from among those who rise from the dead, for the
Sages have already entertained the notion in chapter Cheilek (Sanhedrin,
chapter 11)...”If he is among the dead he is like Daniel, a greatly
beloved man.”

(Rabbeinu Yitzchak Abarbanel—Yeshuos Meshicho, vol. 2, 2:1)
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