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= Resource to encourage the study of the Rebbe’s sichos =
Designed for use in the classroom or at the Shabbos Table

Understanding the Parsha according to the Rebbe

QUESTION: If at the time the Spies they were all leaders and proper Jews, why did Moshe pray on behalf of
Yehoshua to not follow their ways? And if they were all subject to going astray, why didn’t Moshe
pray on behalf of all of them?

ANSWER: Initially, the group of Spies were “kosher” Jews, but their method of service was of separation from
the world and engaging in spiritual pursuits. However, Yehoshua was different. As a future leader he was
involved with the needs of the people, and Moshe prayed for him not to follow the path of the other Spies to
separate from the world (which led them to their future error). (320 'ny ,2 712 1"wn'n NIN'WN 190)

QUESTION: What was the lesson of the three examples (split the Sea, brought the Quail, feed the Mahn) used by
Calev to counter the message of the other Spies?
ANSWER: The Spies cited three items that indicated insurmountable obstacles to serving G-d in this material
world. Calev countered, citing the actions of Moshe, taught that Jews, as the G-d’s representatives in this
material world, could overcome these obstacles. (82 "y ,n 71 nin'w '0IpY):

Spies’ Claims Against

Calev Countered Citing

Obstacles To Overcome

Moshe Moshe’s Actions by a Shliach of HaShem
“They are too strong in the | Split the Sea and drown them The place is too tough and
Land” even without a battle coarse (for holiness)
Fear of Amalek (doubt) Produced the Quail even One is not worthy of such

when the Jews lacked faith

holy work (doubt of abilities)

Side issues exists that seem to
negate one’s involvement

They would be attacked
before reaching the Land

Brought down the Mahn
even prior to reaching the Land

QUESTION: What was the error of the Spies, since they conveyed factually correct information?

ANSWER: The spies fulfilled their assigned task of spying out the land and providing information on its
inhabitants. They erred in making conclusions relating the (insurmountable?) difficulties in conquering the
land. The correct lesson is that one is obligated to attempt to seek natural means of salvation, but one also
must have faith that G-d provides the necessary means to overcome difficulties, even when such means are
not readily apparent. (39 "y ,a' D NN '0IFY)

QUESTION: G-d threatens to destroy all 600,000 Jews, and Moshe did not protest the potential deaths, but only

objected to the plan due to what the non-Jews would think?

ANSWER: G-d’s well-known love for the Jews, demonstrates that the reason for the Jews’ “shechita” (taking
them out of this world), would be a punishment done for their benefit in order to atone for their multiple
sins. Therefore, to counter that possible action Moshe offered a practical objection that the non-Jews might
misunderstand why HaShem did so in the desert. (96 "y ,2 1D NIN'Y VIRY)

QUESTION: Why did HaShem leave it up to Moshe to send the Spies?

ANSWER: Simply G-d does not want us to relay on miracles rather the land should be conquered by natural
means. Even more, He additional wants that mankind should strengthen themselves and decide the best
way to fulfill G-d’s will without Him providing all the specific methods. (90 'y ,2 71> ,n"nYN NIN'WN 190)
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Improper thoughts can turn a mitzvah into the opposite RN * xi‘f?
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(%) Moshe, davened only for Yehoshua, because as a future leader Yehoshua needs
to be devoted to all of his people SJWW?? NWP’W
(1) Tzitzis (to remember all Mitzvos) must be on a talis (fully surrounds a person) ™,» )
signifying that Mitzvos come from a source beyond our comprehension; if we Ny
act beyond nature, then HaShem blesses us beyond limitations
(%) Even a little one (a little Torah) enters your mouth (is internalized); the study of
children is special awakening the love from G-d that brings myw» 1390 2
(1) Division between Kodesh & Chol as in Chalah, is a cause for unity similar to \ o tean
divisions of Cohanim, Leviim, & Yisrael, signifying the true unity of the Jews AT
Spies believed in G-d; they just thought that life
We begin our day first by praying is guided entirely by the laws of nature, unless ﬂ’?DN ?WN
& learning, then infuse our Desired by Divine intervention; thus, entering T
energy into our material world Eretz Yisrael would subject them to a coarse 27,0
life, cutting them off from spirituality
Like Calev, every Jew is a Shliach | The Spies’ three claims against Moshe were :b Rench *
of HaShem and can overcome countered by the three responses of Calev ! X7
insurmountable obstacles citing Moshe’s actions on behalf of the Jews 2.,%
Spies’ Claims Against | Calev Countered Citing | Obstacles To Overcome
Moshe Moshe’s Actions by a Shliach of HaShem
“They are too strong in the | Split the Sea and drown them The place is too tough and
Land” even without a battle coarse (for holiness)
Produced the Quail even One is not worthy of such
PRI i AR (eI when the Jews lacked faith | holy work (doubt of abilities)
They would be attacked Brought down the Mahn Side issues exists that seem to
before reaching the Land | even prior to reaching the Land negate one’s involvement
Nowadays, we have no Techeles Mitzvah of Tzitzis is not just a general concept
but only 127 *vm; this alludes to representing all the Mitzvos, additionally all the "= I
love and doing good, which now | particulars of Tzitzis are connected to the all the XN 1Y 2T
needs to be our main focus articulars of going out of Egypt ’
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G-d’s commands for a person,
logically, include the possible

The Spies’ mistake was that the fulfillment of
G-d’s command is not dependent on finding a

0w

’
means for the person to carry out practical solution; yet, we are not exempt from X P xA
those commands seeking natural means of salvation ’

i 9y *
The Moshe of each generation prays Moshe’s prayers saved the nation from immediate 1N
for all Jews, even those that can .
; death, but his prayers were unable to save the u"?’j A
pray for themselves, connecting : .
Spies themselves, since they challenged Moshe
them to HaShem s oY
9,7
Miriam’s mistake was not of intentional slander, but her speaking openly .Ib ﬂbw %
about sensitive issues that might be misunderstood Nk
The Spies did not learn from this incident and also spoke openly about their concerns N,»
e “ - NP1 QWY O Py 20730
Tradition is in our “hands” in order to . , . .
Spies thought G-d’s purpose expressed in learning, a7
perform actual deeds - .
but not physical actions (the real purpose)
Do not fear the non-Jews; their Rashi explains that Calev and Yehoshua stated 77&
strength § only from G-d’s that if the Jews do not reb_el, then they would Y70 ik
protection, which can be removed not need to fear the inhabitants of the land b =
Yidden add greatness to the Shechina; | Spies claimed G-d was limited by the constraints fala
that is why HaShem Himself takes of nature; Moshe requested G-d to increase His =1
pride in them Name revealing His full control over nature LT 570
A person should meditate on the fact *
that one’s income (dough) is given | The essence of the Mitzvah of Challah is the nnInd 5
directly from G-d, and working is giving to HaShem 5 0 1 gl
just the receptacle ’
How to be a successful Shliach: The Spies accomplished their mission’s directives
A Shliach must fulfill the directives of | (determine the strength of the people & quality '|]7 ﬂbw 39
the Sender, and remain connected of the Land), but added to (and therefore, X P R
to our Moshe nullified) their mission by offering a conclusion ’
Our attitude towards every Jew, even | G-d’s love for the Jews, known to all the world,
one that appears like the Spies, makes is obvious that the reason for the Jews’
it - alolaivable
should be to see each one as shechita”, would be a punishment done for
connected to G-d; our efforts to their benefit; however, the fact that it would be alakiam) 22D
bring this out in every Jew, triggers done in the desert might indicate to the non-
the non-Jew to assist the Jews in all | Jews that G-d lacked the ability to bring the ™m,T
their needs Jews to Eretz Yisrael
Pay attention to the wonders HaShem Test_lng _G-d even at the time qf miracles precludes 0y "
S . bring in the Jews to Eretz Yisrael (not as a
performs; let it affect us, preparing <h . h d b I !
us for the Final Redemption punis me_nt) since they would not be a vesse N AN
for the miraculous entry into the Land ’
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We’re higher and stronger than angels | The Spies alluded to the giants from the time of 0’5’917*
since Jews perform service in this Noach, that they were angels that fell, and were ! Nge!
world, as a result of G-d’s choosing u¢ not able to survive the coarseness of the world 2.0
. A Jew would rather take an one’s life to avoid the action of
Idol Worship . . - :
Idol Worship, even though internal belief is the lacking "= 9N
Guilty for the perceived act of violating Shabbos, even ! =g
Wood-Gatherer :
though the intent was for the sake of Heaven N2 0
The Spies Mistake to stress the service of the intellect and intent, rather
P than go to the Land and do the practical acts of observance
At the time of the mission directive, Moshe told b «
Moshe’s way is Emes; Yehoshua and the 12 men mn%, to gather information; but, the 071
Calev remained true to Moshe and 10 spies chose to 2317, to spy, to devise OWIN xl‘?
continued to be oom>w strategies of conquest and give advise; thus, the
Spies nullified their mmw, becoming the ovvx 34
Life in the world-to-come is not just a | The spies were on a very high level, and did not
reward for actions in this world, but | want to enter Eretz Israel and lower themselves ==t
is a continuation & increase in the to be involved in worldly matters ! 31’7
closeness to HaShem that results From this group we learn the concept of a 2,7
from doing Torah & Mitzvos minimum quorum of 10 men for holy matters
Regarding the Tallis Katan, the Poskim declare
Concept of wearing outside—nrmen 5o Fhat it should be worn on top of th(_a qther clothes AR
. in order to be constantly seen, fulfilling the
sin does not come to your hand -
AP concept to remember all the Mitzvos NN 33’7
Concept of wearing inside — n1»°15 an h kubali he b d should b
internal elevation in Mitzvos Y?tt 2 WD LIl D Ey e )egged should be worn >
internally (but taught publicly since most people )
actually need the constant reminder)
e . . Yehoshua and Calev did not bring the fruit back
The positive intention in the Mitzvos : . .
. from the Land of Israel, since the intention of the 9y 3k
even more than the action, produces . . ) NN
o o : other spies was to use the fruit to mislead the Nk,
a vitality, especially in the learning ) , 19 3
of the inner part of Torah J@ws,_thus, the_y were exempt fror_n Moshe’s )
directive of bringing back the fruit of the Land
ontravene e Ba oT A 0
NAMES | TRANSGRESSION | CONTRAVENES | MITZVOS POSITIVE wwn 9o*
Q°2210 TV D1 P70 G-d’s Authority Chukim 21w nhap g_ﬂb
D°9°%R N7V n"™32 7"on G-d’s Covenant Eidus n™27 NX P 2,0
777 7Y 0°19 793N Logic Mishpatim | 79w° 7772 713
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