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= Resource to encourage the study of the Rebbe’s sichos =
Designed for use in the classroom or at the Shabbos Table

Understanding the Parsha according to the Rebbe w''»»

QUESTION: The word 3» has two explanations: 1) the heel — light mitzvos that are stepped on; and 2) the end
— the reward provided at the conclusion of one’s service to G-d. How does one reconcile these two
seemingly opposite explanations?

ANSWER: A connection exists between the beginning and the end, the foot and the head. When a person strives
to fulfill even the light mitzvos, one is assisted to complete all the mitzvos. When one strengthens oneself
even when at a low point to do mitzvos, then one merits reaching the highest levels. The same applies to the
Geulah. The more one can strive to do when in the darkness of Galus, the more effect will be achieved to
bring the Geulah. (760 'ny ,2 77> X"wan nin'win 190)

QUESTION: The death of a Tzadik is as difficult as the breaking of the Tablets. The Torah is precise, so what is

the precise connection between these two matters?

ANSWER: When Moshe saw the writing leaving the Tablets, he understood that the kedusha (holiness) left the
Tablets and they needed to be broken. The body of a Tzadik is similar to the Tablets. The body, like the
Tablets is physical only serving its purpose when the holiness (the soul or the writing) is present. Once the
holiness leaves, the physical is as if nothing, with no purpose. (30 ‘ny , T 772 NIn'Y '017%9)

QUESTION: When Moshe carved the second Luchos, HaShem provided permission to Moshe to keep the scraps.
Why did HaShem need to do so, since by normal stone cutting, the owner is not interested in the scraps and
even more, by the Tablets, HaShem was not particular?

ANSWER: Moshe carved the 2" tablets in this world, where a distinction is made between standard stone (the
owner does not care about the scraps) and between valuable stones (the owner does care); thus Moshe
needed specific authorization from HaShem (the owner) to in order to possess the scraps (n09) left after
the carving. The point in the Torah of the left over scraps that Moshe received were 7707 *219%9, the
delving for the essence of the Torah, which is higher than the given Torah; and Moshe passed this “scrap” to
all the Jews. (106 ‘nv ,0' 775 nin'w '0I7%)

QUESTION: How does one understand that a kosher mezuzah can provide protection even when not performing
a mitzvah (like in a car, or on a walking stick, on an exempt house, etc)?
ANSWER: muxn 20w With proper fulfillment of the mitzvah, the Torah specifies the reward (lengthened life)
7710 Specific to the mitzvah of Mezuzah, is the ability to guard even when not in the house; even to the
extent that a limited guarding occurs with a proper mezuzah not affixed to an obligated place (i.e. a walking
stick, a non-Jewish house). (121 ‘nv ,0' 775 ninw '017%)

QUESTION: Moshe was already holding the Tablets, so why does the verse need to state that he took hold of

them prior to breaking them?

ANSWER: Moshe received the first tablets as a gift from G-d, and intended to give them to the Jews; in order to
avoid confusion about the ownership, he “took hold” of them to clearly establish his personal ownership and
right to break them, and thus, avoid full culpability to the Jews for sinning. Being a true leader, Moshe with
Mesiras Nefesh, took sole responsibility for breaking the tablets. (51 v , 77 775 nin'w '0i7%)
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Being proud of one’s Judaism
a Jew hastens the end of

Wandering through the vast desert is comparable to
the current exile; the spiritual desert results from
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The death of a Tzadik is as difficult as the breaking of the Tablets
The writing on the Tablets (the body), is nothing without the kedusha (the soul); thus,
when the kedusha left the Tablets, nothing (significant) remained and Moshe could| AN QI 'd 7
break them
So too with a Tzadik for the life of a Tzadik is not a physical life but a spiritual life
We do not have the ability to | A woman is required to make the blessings on ANK DﬂWD%
create, except as HaShem’s | Torah, since her Torah study has independent 27
agents to conquer the world | value, a proper method for her to serve HaShem LN
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When we transcend our self-
imposed order, equally
fervent in our performance

Some recognize that all mitzvos are to be
performed, no matter how inconsequential they
may seem; yet they prioritize the order of their

of all commandments, then performance, delaying the performance of some DPH x1°
G-d too foregoes the mitzvos so that they are treated lightly - they cast 2T
"order" of natural events their performance of these mitzvos "under their
and abundantly provides us | heels"
Moshiach will come in the mxn in singular could mean all the commandments
merit of the deeds which that are possible to do; or, the one that completes XA 173 "
are performed in the last the mitzvah is credited as if doing the entire XM 2
moments of exile Mitzvah (thus, don’t leave for another to finish) ’
HaSh(?‘m also”gave to Moshe Moshe carved the 2" tablets in this world, where a
the “scraps” of the Torah L
. . distinction is made between standard stone (the
21999, exuding effort into b 505
owner does not care about the scraps) and '[
the essence of the Torah, _
A between valuable stones (the owner does care); RO flok
which is higher than the - o )
. ) thus Moshe needed specific authorization from Moy ! 5
given Torah; and Moshe : 201010
o N HaShem (the owner) to in order to possess the
passed this “scrap” to all the 5 | h .
Jews scraps (n7oo) left after the carving
When doing Mitzvos one The blessing of rain is according to the needs of
should strive to go beyond the land, which functions within nature; whenwe | YO) ’n,‘nﬂ* o
one’s limit, even beyond the| do beyond what is incumbent upon us, then G-d - X K
limit of one’s G-dly soul does likewise, providing unlimited blessing ’
The Mezuzah campaign mxn 70w With proper fulfillment of the mitzvah,
involves the utmost effort the Torah specifies the reward (lengthened life)
to place a kosher mezuzah | 790 Specific to the mitzvah of Mezuzah, is the NI
on the door of every Jewish | ability to guard even when not in the house; even =10
home (man and/or woman) | to the extent that a limited guarding occurs with a LN
to protect everyone proper mezuzah not affixed to an obligated place
ORI MNRT M (i.e. a walking stick, a non-Jewish house)
In Seder Birchas HaNehenim, the goal of the Alter
Everything in the world Rebbe is to teach clear behavior in practical
belongs to HaShem and we | action D273 75
need to make a blessing However, the goal of the Alter Rebbe in his . &
prior to benefiting Shulchan Aruch is to gather all the decisions of ’
the Halacha
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Teshuva is the exception G-d does not show favor, nor does He take a bribe
where one is allowed to Rambam explains it refers to Shomer Mitzvos
bribe HaShem Rashi explains it refers to an unrepentant sinner
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Negates concept that an
unrepentant sinner can benefit by
giving one’s money in lieu of
giving of one’s self

G-d does not favor
someone who throws off
His authority

S

G-d does not make calculations by a keeper of Mitzvos
One Mitzvah does not neutralize a sin
Mitzvah is fulfilling the Will of G-d (rewards)

Sin is violating the Will of G-d (punishment)
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Moshe’s rebuke (to awaken Teshuvah) includes the
loss of the Tablets; Rashi explains that the word
written with missing letters (nr% and not mm?)
expresses the merit of the Tablets, that were
miraculous writings from the fingers of G-d, and
which now the Jews lost due their sin
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In addition to the mitzvah of mezuzah itself, the
mezuzah inherently produces a remembrance of
G-d’s love when passing through the doorway;
this arousal occurs even when not in “use” (not
like Tefillin and Tzitzis)

Mezuzah brings to one an
awareness of HaShem
“outside”, when one is
involved in worldly matters
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Moshe received the first tablets as a gift from G-d,
and intended to give them to the Jews; Moshe
“took hold” of the tables to clearly establish his
personal ownership and right to break them, with
the purpose of making atonement for the Jews

Being a true leader, Moshe
with Mesiras Nefesh, took
sole responsibility for
breaking the tablets
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Teshuvah is the item in which one can bribe G-d; in the first moment of doing
basic Teshuvah, G-d accepts this “bribe” and forgives completely, even
though a person does not yet deserve to be forgiven, since at that point one
did not complete the entire Teshuvah process

Judges are only human and can only see what is apparent and thus, can not
accept any bribes; HaShem, aware of what is in the heart, can accept “bribes”
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One should pray only with w&~ 7212
o3 the person prepares oneself properly before G-d, subjection & settled mind
77ws the manner of how one prays (the words, body, language, bowing, etc.)
Syp1  to be acceptable to G-d, with proper intent (a “poor” person)
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